following (Centners per hectare): winter wheat 16.52; winter
rye 14-97; spring wheat 10.62; oats ij.?j; millet 16,43;
peas 8.2; lentils 9.5; vetchling 10.6; kidney beans 8.8; sun-
flower seeds 21.2; perennial grasses (green mass) 88.2; Soudan
grass for hay 117-0; fodder beets 188.0."*
This crop., harvested in a severe year., far exceeded not
only the crops harvested in the central Russian regions even
in good years., but also that harvested in the fields of the
Kamennaya Steppe itself fifteen years previously. And those
fields, and the crop harvested in them, had also been out of
the ordinary.
What had those fields lacked at that time?
The travopolye system was introduced in the Kamennaya
Steppe in the period of 1954-38,, under Williams' personal
supervision. At that time, too, on the instructions of Ly-
senko, Michurin science became the basis of the entire work
of plant breeding and seed growing.
The ideas of Dokuchayev, Kostychev, Williams., Michu-
rin and Lysenko merged in a single stream, in a single science
of how to become master of the land. The result is that the
curve of the crop-yield chart swung upwards; it is continuing
to rise, and for grain has now reached an average of 20-2 j
centners per hectare.
But perhaps what I had heard was the story of the kol-
khoz fields served by the Deminsk Travopolye Machine and
Tractor Station in the Novoannensk District, Stalingrad
Region, with their nine- and ten-field crop rotation, shelter
belts and, in all fourteen kolkhozes, a more than threefold
increase in yield? Of the famous Hero MTS <many members
* V. S. Dmitriyev, Crop Rotation and the System of Agriculture,
Gosplanizdat, Moscow 1947, p. jx.
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